
October 9, 2026 DISPOSITION BULLETIN 1373 
 

 ©2026 National Motor Freight Traffic Association, Inc. Page 63 

SUBJECT 29 — DOCKET 2026-2 — APPROVED AS DOCKETED — Concluded 

 
Item Description Class 

 

  ELECTRICAL EQUPMENT GROUP: subject to item 61700 

61733 NOTE—No Change. 

61734 NOTE—No Change. 

61735 NOTE—No Change. 

64580 Fans, NOI, other than electric, in boxes or crates ............................................... 100 

 

Comment:  Item 64580 is amended to include the language “other than electric” to clarify that 

the provisions do not apply on electric fans. 

 

Author: Larissa Franklin  fcdc@nmfta.org 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

SUBJECT 30 — DOCKET 2026-2 — APPROVED AS MODIFIED  

 
It is proposed to amend Item 245, Definition of or Specifications for Crates, to read as follows:  

 

 Crates are six-sided containers constructed of wood or metal slats or structural members with 

apertures between, securely nailed, bolted, screwed, riveted or welded together, of sufficient 

design and strength to fully enclose and protect contents so as to withstand the normal rigors of 

the less-than-truckload environment. Article(s) must be secured within crates and no part shall 

protrude. Surfaces liable to be damaged must be fully covered and protected. All moveable 

contents within the crate must be blocked and/or braced to prevent any shifting during 

transportation. Commodities with legs must be suspended away from all edges of the crate 

by at least one inch. Crates must be framed to provide sufficient strength and stability to 

support toploaded freight of even load and weight distribution during transport, utilizing the 

available space above the crate, up to 96 inches, and having a density of at least 20 pounds 

per cubic foot. If the weight of the commodity exceeds 500 pounds, a standard crate must 

be used instead of a wirebound crate. 

 

 Standard wood crates must meet the following minimum specifications: 

  Base: Crates must have a lift truck skid, pallet or platform of sufficient design, size and 

strength to ensure article(s) cannot cause any failure of structural components. Deck boards 

must be sufficiently close to one another, or a wood structural panel (see Note 1) may be 

secured on top of deck boards to adequately protect article(s) from underside damage and to 

prevent article(s) from falling through the deck. 

 Note 1—Wood structural panels (plywood or oriented strand board) shall conform to DOC 

PS1, DOC PS2, ANSI/APA PRP 210, CSA O325 or CSA O437*. 

  Sides, Ends and Tops: Crates must be constructed with an outer framework consisting of 

upright and horizontal members and with additional diagonal, upright and horizontal members 

where necessary to provide proper strength and rigidity. 

  Crate sides, ends and tops must be constructed with slats or members sufficiently close 

to one another to adequately protect article(s) on the sides, ends, top and bottoms, but 

openings on the sides, ends and tops must not exceed 24 inches in their greatest dimension, 

which may be the length, width, height or diagonal measurement of the opening. See Note 2.  

  Where present, wood structural panel(s) must be secured to frame with fasteners 

appropriate to prevent failure during transport. 
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SUBJECT 30 — DOCKET 2026-2 — APPROVED AS MODIFIED — Continued 
 

Item 245 (concluded) 

 

 Note 2—Lumber must be seasoned, reasonably sound, and free from cross grain and knots 

which would interfere with nails, bolts or screws, or knots which are greater than 1/3 the width of 

the lumber. 

  Fasteners: Framework, corners and joints must be secured with nails, bolts or screws to 

ensure the fastened connections are stronger than the materials being joined. 

  Interior Requirements: Article(s) must be secured to prevent movement during transport. 

Protective packing forms or other packaging materials must be used where necessary to afford 

adequate protection against damage to the article(s). Article(s) with legs must be suspended 

away from all edges of the crate by at least one inch. 

  Three-Way Locking Corners: Crates must be constructed with three-way locking corners, 

where members will be joined with nails, bolts or screws driven into side grain of joining 

members. Examples are shown below: 

 

                                        
 

 Metal crates must meet the following minimum specifications: 

  Base: Crates must have a metal lift truck skid, pallet or platform of sufficient design, size 

and strength to ensure article(s) cannot cause any failure of structural components. Deck slats 

must be sufficiently close to one another to prevent article(s) from falling through the deck. 

Article(s) must be adequately secured to a metal lift truck skid, pallet or platform that will 

adequately protect contents from underside damage. 

  Sides, Ends and Tops: Crates must be constructed with an outer framework consisting of 

upright and horizontal members and with additional diagonal, upright and horizontal members 

where necessary to provide proper strength and rigidity. 

  Crate sides, ends and tops must be constructed with slats or members sufficiently close 

to one another to adequately protect article(s) on the sides, ends, tops and bottoms, but 

openings on sides, ends and tops must not exceed 24 inches in their greatest dimension, which 

may be the length, width, height or diagonal measurement of the opening.  

  Interior Requirements: Article(s) must be secured to prevent movement during transport. 

Protective packaging forms or other packaging materials must be used where necessary to 

afford adequate protection against damage to the article(s). Article(s) with legs must be 

suspended away from all edges of the crate by at least one inch. 

 

[REMAINDER OF ITEM—NO CHANGE.] 

 



October 9, 2026 DISPOSITION BULLETIN 1373 
 

 ©2026 National Motor Freight Traffic Association, Inc. Page 65 

SUBJECT 30 — DOCKET 2026-2 — APPROVED AS MODIFIED — Concluded 
 

Comment:  Item (Rule) 245 is amended to provide additional interior packaging requirements 

for all authorized crates. A weight restriction of 500 pounds is also assigned to wirebound crates. 

As modified, requirements for sides, ends, and tops for standard wood crates and metal crates 

are amended to ensure openings do not exceed 24 inches in their greatest dimension and the 

reference to horizontal members is removed.  
 

Author: Larissa Franklin  fcdc@nmfta.org 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

SUBJECT 31 — DOCKET 2026-2 — APPROVED AS DOCKETED 

 
ITEM 680 

 

PACKING OR PACKAGING—GENERAL 

 

 Secs. 1. (a) No Change. 

 Notes 1 and 2—No Change. 

 Note 3—Unless otherwise provided, articles tendered on reels shall be deemed to be in 

compliance when the reel is filled to not less than 65 percent capacity. The occupancy of the 

reel shall be determined using the following measurements and formula. If the result of the 

calculation is equal to or less than 0.35, the reel and its contents shall be deemed to be in 

compliance. If the result of the calculation is greater than 0.35, the gross weight of the reel and 

the commodity wrapped or wound thereon will be subject to the class applicable to either the 

reel or the commodity, whichever is higher. 

 끫뢊끫뢊끫뢊끫뢊 끫롬끫롬끫롬끫롬끫롬끫롬끫롬끫롬
=

 끫롮𝐷𝐷끫롮𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷끫롮𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷 끫뢦끫뢦끫뢦끫뢦 끫롸𝐼𝐼𝐼𝐼𝐼𝐼𝐼𝐼𝐼𝐼𝐼𝐼𝐼𝐼𝐼𝐼 끫롰끫롰𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸𝐸끫롰 끫뢔𝑊𝑊𝑊𝑊𝑊𝑊 𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 끫롬𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶𝐶끫롬끫롬끫롬 𝑡𝑡𝑡𝑡 끫뢄끫뢄𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂𝑂 끫롰끫롰끫롰𝐸𝐸 𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 𝑡𝑡ℎ𝑒𝑒 끫뢊끫뢊끫뢊𝑙𝑙′𝑠𝑠 끫롲𝐹𝐹𝐹𝐹𝐹𝐹𝐹𝐹𝐹𝐹 (𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖 𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐)끫롮𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷𝐷 𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 𝑡𝑡ℎ𝑒𝑒 끫뢊끫뢊끫뢊𝑙𝑙′𝑠𝑠 끫롲𝐹𝐹𝐹𝐹𝐹𝐹𝐹𝐹𝐹𝐹 (𝑖𝑖𝑖𝑖 𝑜𝑜𝑜𝑜 𝑐𝑐𝑐𝑐)
 

 

 
 

 Note 4—No Change. 

 Secs. 1. (b)-17. No Change. 

 

Comment:  Item (Rule) 680, Note 3 is amended to provide an equation to determine 

compliancy of commodities wrapped or wound on reels.  

 

Author: Larissa Franklin  fcdc@nmfta.org 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 


