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Re:  Feeders, livestock or poultry 
 
Contact: Erin N. Topper Telephone — (703) 838-8856 topper@nmfta.org 
 
Proponent:  Freight Classification Development Council 
 
Present Classification Provisions 
 
Item Description Class 
 
  FARM EQUIPMENT GROUP: subject to item 64600 
65215  Feeders, hog, NOI, gravity feed type, stainless steel, without conveyors, in 
     packages: 
 Sub 1   SU .................................................................................................................... 175 
 Sub 2   KD flat ............................................................................................................... 70 
65220  Feeders, livestock, iron or steel, conveyor type, automatic, power 
     operated, unassembled ........................................................................... 70 
65250  Feeders, livestock, NOI, with or without troughs: 
 Sub 1   SU, loose or on skids ....................................................................................... 300 
 Sub 2   SU, in boxes or crates..................................................................................... 200 
 Sub 3   KD, in boxes or crates, cast iron troughs loose or in packages, see 
      Note, item 65254 ................................................................................ 100 
65254 NOTE—Feeders may also be shipped as follows: 
  (1) Round hopper sections nested or hopper sections to be separated  
   and smaller sections placed within largest section and wrapped with  
   corrugated fiberboard and placed on feeder base, the top placed  
   on or in body section. Wooden skid runners attached to feeder base  
   and wooden battens forming a platform covering the top. Entire unit  
   held in place by metal strapping. 
  (2) Hoppers other than round must be in the form of panels and metal  
   strapped to base. 
65320  Feeders, poultry, NOI, in boxes or crates: 
 Sub 1   SU .................................................................................................................... 200 
 Sub 2   KD, or taken apart, bodies nested ................................................................. 85 
65340  Feeders, salt (Salt Holders), other than plastic, in boxes, crates or 
     drums .......................................................................................................... 70 
 
Proposed Classification Provisions 
 
Item Description Class 
 
  FARM EQUIPMENT GROUP: subject to item 64600 
65215  Feeders, hog, NOI, gravity feed type, stainless steel, without 
     conveyors, etc .......................................................................... Cancel; see 
          item NEW 
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Proposed Classification Provisions — Concluded 
 
Item Description Class 
 
  FARM EQUIPMENT GROUP: subject to item 64600 
65220  Feeders, livestock, iron or steel, conveyor type, automatic, power 
     operated, unassembled .......................................................... Cancel; see 
          item NEW 
65250  Feeders, livestock, NOI, with or without troughs, etc ......................... Cancel; see 
          item NEW 
65254 NOTE—Cancel; no further application. 
NEW  Feeders, livestock or poultry, including Salt Holders, with or without 
     conveyors or troughs:  
 Sub 1   In boxes or crates, subject to Item 170 and having a density in 
      pounds per cubic foot of: 
 Sub 2    Less than 4 ................................................................................................ 300 
 Sub 3    4 but less than 8 ....................................................................................... 175 
 Sub 4    8 but less than 15 ....................................................................................... 92.5 
 Sub 5    15 or greater ............................................................................................... 70 
 Sub 6   In packages other than boxes or crates, subject to Item 170 and 
      having a density in pounds per cubic foot of: 
 Sub 7    Less than 4 ................................................................................................ 400 
 Sub 8    4 but less than 8 ....................................................................................... 200 
 Sub 9    8 but less than 15 ..................................................................................... 100 
 Sub 10    15 or greater ............................................................................................... 77.5 
65320  Feeders, poultry, NOI, etc .................................................................... Cancel; see 
          item NEW 
65340  Feeders, salt (Salt Holders), other than plastic, etc ........................... Cancel; see 
          item NEW 
 
Analysis 
 

Introduction 
 
 This proposal is based on the information developed during Research Project 1509, 
which was initiated due to interpretation issues with the applicable subprovision for livestock 
feeders, NOI, as named in item 65250. Upon review of items 65215, 65220, 65320 and 65340, 
applying on other types of feeders under the Farm Equipment Group, it was noted that many 
of the provisions are unwieldy and may be difficult to properly apply. 
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Transportation Characteristics 
 
Density—The information of record includes 2,486 density observations submitted by carriers 
and obtained from the FCDC’s Density Study1. The densities range from 0.91 to 24.61 pcf, with 
an overall average density of 6.59 pcf. As shown in the graph below, the density distribution is 
right-skewed, with over 74% of the figures less than 8 pcf. 
 

 
 
 When the data is evaluated based on the proposed density breaks at 4, 8 and 15 pcf, 
the density ranges and averages in the table below emerge. 
 

Density Group (pcf) Density Range (pcf) Average Density (pcf) 

Less than 4 0.91 – 3.99 2.80 

4 but less than 8 4.00 – 7.99 5.67 

8 but less than 15 8.00 – 14.96 11.11 

15 or greater 15.03 – 24.61 18.03 

 
Handling—The involved commodities may be shipped in boxes or crates, or in packages other 
than boxes or crates. Articles shipped in boxes or crates will generally not present unusual or 
significant handling considerations. However, when tendered in packages that provide 
minimal exterior protection, additional care must be taken when handling the freight so as to 
avoid damaging the products. 
  

 
1 The Density Study is part of an ongoing effort by the FCDC to collect information on actual shipments 
across all product categories handled by the LTL industry. Carriers that choose to participate in the 
Study periodically submit shipment data captured through their respective freight auditing programs. 
The FCDC uses verifiable data points, identified by NMFC item, that include the weight and the 
dimensions and/or cube of the shipping unit. 
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Stowability—When the involved articles are tendered in boxes or crates, a flat load-bearing 
surface will generally be present, which would allow for other freight to be loaded on top of 
the handling unit. There will typically be lateral support for adjacent freight as well. When the 
articles are tendered in packages other than boxes or crates, they may not provide a regular 
load-bearing surface for top freight or lateral support for adjacent freight. Furthermore, when 
loading the handling unit inside the vehicle, the lack of protective packaging may limit the 
type of freight that may be stowed safely on top of or adjacent to the articles. This can result in 
increased time and effort on the part of the carrier to properly structure the vehicle load so as 
to mitigate the chance of damage to the products or to other freight with which stowed. 
 
Liability—As is the case with most general commodities, when tendered for shipment fully 
enclosed within boxes or crates, the involved commodities should not be unusually susceptible 
to damage nor likely to damage other freight. However, when tendered in packages other 
than boxes or crates, which may offer little or no protection, these products exhibit greater 
susceptibility to damage and a greater propensity to damage other freight. 
 
Conclusion 
 
 Based on the foregoing analysis, this proposal would cancel items 65215, 65220, 65250, 
65320 and 65340 with reference to a new item, naming “Feeders, livestock or poultry, including 
Salt Holders, with or without conveyors or troughs,” with classes predicated on packaging and 
density, with breaks at 4, 8 and 15 pcf2. The table below relates the information of record to 
the proposed density groupings and FCDC guidelines for the proposed classes when tendered 
in boxes or crates, and a one-class adjustment from the density guidelines when the articles 
are tendered in packages other than boxes or crates to reflect the identified negative 
handling, stowability and liability characteristics. 
 

Density Group (pcf) 
Average 
Density 

(pcf) 

FCDC Minimum 
Average Density 
Guideline (pcf) 

Class Based 
on FCDC 
Density 

Guidelines 

Class Adjustment 
Based on Handling, 

Stowability and Liability 
Considerations 

Less than 4 2.80 2 300 400 

4 but less than 8 5.67 5 175 200 

8 but less than 15 11.11 10.5 92.5 100 

15 or greater 18.03 15 70 77.5 

 
 Furthermore, Note, item 65254 would be canceled with no further application. 
 

 
2 The density provisions would include reference to Item (Rule) 170, the inadvertence clause. 


